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GIA ADMISSIONS CHECKLIST – U.S. ON CAMPUS PROGRAMS 
Before starƟng your applicaƟon, confirm that you meet the admission requirements and have 
all required documents ready to upload. 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
❏ Be at least 18 years old before the first day of class. 

❏ Have a high school diploma, an equivalent credenƟal, or college degree.  

❏ Are able to read and write in English at the level of a U.S. high school graduate. 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS  
All documents must be in, or translated to, English. 

❏ Valid government-issued photo ID or passport. 
 The copy must show your full legal name and date of birth.  
 If you are an internaƟonal student, provide a copy of the biodata / informaƟon page of 

your passport with photo, full name, date and place of birth. 

❏ Proof of GraduaƟon.  
Provide a copy of your diploma, degree or transcript showing the graduaƟon date for ONE of 
the following: 
 Degree from an accredited college or university 
 High school or high school equivalency diploma  
 State-issued secondary school cerƟficate for home-schooled graduates 

❏ CerƟfied EvaluaƟon of Foreign CredenƟal.  
 If your graduaƟon document was not issued by a U.S. school, it must be evaluated, and 

translated to English if needed, by an evaluaƟon service.  
 The evaluaƟon service provider must be a member of NACES or AICE. 

❏ Legal Name Change Document.  
 If the name on your ID is different from the name on your graduaƟon document, provide 

legal name change documentaƟon showing both names. 
 This could be a marriage cerƟficate, divorce decree, or court-issued name change 

document. 
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❏ Proof of English Proficiency.
 If you're a ciƟzen of, or graduated from, a country where English is the official language,

no addiƟonal documents are needed. *
 Otherwise, provide ONE of the following.

o Test results from an approved language tesƟng center showing you meet the
minimum requirements. View English Proficiency Test Requirements

o A transcript or leƩer confirming at least 3 years of secondary or post-secondary
study in English. The leƩer must be on school leƩerhead and signed by a school
official.

❏ Proof of Financial Ability (InternaƟonal Students)
 To obtain a student visa, you must provide supporƟng financial documents for GIA to

issue a Form I-20. View Financial Document Requirements
 These documents must show that you or your sponsor have the ability to pay for all

program costs and living expenses for yourself and any dependents.

* English-language Countries. Anguilla, AnƟgua and Barbuda, Australia, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize,
Bermuda, Botswana, Cameroon, Canada (except Quebec), Cayman Islands, Denmark, Dominica, Fiji,
Finland, Gambia, Ghana, Gibraltar, Grenada, Guyana, Ireland, Jamaica, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi,
Malta, MauriƟus, Montserrat, Namibia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Papua New Guinea,
Rwanda, Scotland, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, South Africa, St. KiƩs and Nevis,
St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Swaziland, Sweden, Tanzania, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago,
Turks and Caicos Islands, Uganda, United Kingdom, Vanuatu, Virgin Islands, Wales, Zambia, Zimbabwe
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ENGLISH PROFICIENCY TEST REQUIREMENTS 
Applicants who are required to take an English proficiency test must meet the minimum 

requirement for ONE of these approved tests or courses.  

Tes ng / Language Center Minimum Requirement 

Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL®) 

www.ets.org/toefl.html 

GIA's TOEFL code is 9144 

Overall band score of 8 on 

TOEFL Essen als™ or61 on TOEFL 

iBT® or500 on paper-based TOEFL The 

Ins tu onal TOEFL (ITP) test is not 

accepted. 

Interna onal English Language Tes ng System (IELTS™) 

 www.ielts.org  

Overall band score of 6.0 on IELTS 

Academic 

Interna onal Test of English Proficiency (iTEP)  

www.itepexam.com   

Level 4 on iTEP Academic-Plus 

Pearson Test of English (PTE)  

www.pearsonpte.com    

50 or higher on PTE Academic 

Cambridge English Exams  

www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests  

Overall Cambridge English Scale score of 

173 on B2 First, C1 Advanced or C2 

Proficiency 

ELS Language Centers  

www.els.edu   

Successfully complete a level 109 or 

higher course 

Duolingo English Test  

www.englishtest.duolingo.com   

 

Score of 105 or higher 

TOEFL®, IELTS™, iTEP, Duolingo and PTE academic scores are valid for two years from the date of 

the examina on. 
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Required Financial Documents for Issuance of Form I-20  
2026 Academic Year 

Before issuing a Form I-20, “Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status”, U.S. regulations 
require GIA to collect supporting financial documents to show that the student has the ability to pay all 
program costs and living expenses for the length of the program. Visit the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security’s “Study in the States” website for more on this requirement.  

Table of Contents: Requirements and Resources 
Step 1. Determine the minimum amount of funding required for your program .................................................. 1 
Step 2. Gather supporting financial documents ................................................................................................... 2 
Step 3. Upload supporting financial documents to GIA’s Applicant Portal ............................................................ 3 
Contact Information ........................................................................................................................................... 3 
Letter of Financial Responsibility......................................................................................................................... 4 

Step 1. Determine the minimum amount of funding required for your program  
Different programs have different costs. Amounts shown here include published tuition and fees plus 
estimated living expenses for each program rounded to the nearest 100 USD. 

2026 MINIMUM FUNDING REQUIRED PER PROGRAM (USD) 

On Campus Program Months 
Carlsbad Campus New York Campus 

Tuition and 
Fees 

Est. Living 
Expenses 

Minimum 
Amount 

Tuition and 
Fees 

Est. Living 
Expenses 

Minimum 
Amount 

Graduate Gemologist 7 28,282.09 3,700 x 7 $54,200 28,262.49 3,550 x 7 $53,200 

Graduate Diamonds 2 7,251.36 3,700 x 2 $14,700 7,240.08 3,550 x 2 $14,400 

Graduate Colored Stones 5 21,030.73 3,700 x 5 $39,600 21,022.41 3,550 x 5 $38,800 

Graduate Jeweler 7 28,557.12 3,700 x 7 $54,500 28,535.51 3,550 x 7 $53,400 

Jewelry Design and Technology 7 29,426.97 3,700 x 7 $55,400 29,359.25 3,550 x 7 $54,300 

Jewelry Design 3 9,503.43 3,700 x 3 $20,700 9,493.21 3,550 x 3 $20,200 
Comprehensive CAD/CAM for 
Jewelry 2 7,658.93 3,700 x 2 $15,100 7,631.04 3,550 x 2 $14,800 

DEPENDENT LIVING EXPENSES (estimated per month / per dependent) 

Spouse Add $800 per month  Add $800 per month  
Each child under the age of 21  Add $400 per month / per child Add $400 per month / per child 

 
Tuition and Fees. For details, see the GIA Education Catalog for the campus you will attend. 
Living Expenses. GIA estimates 3,700 USD per month in Carlsbad and 3,550 USD per month in New York.  
Dependents. You must add estimated monthly living expenses for any dependents that will accompany you 
to the minimum amount required for your program.    
Multiple program enrollments. GIA will calculate living expenses from the start date of your first program to 
the graduation date of your last program. Contact the international student advisor or other designated 
school official for the campus you will attend. 
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Step 2. Gather supporting financial documents 
The combined amount of funding shown in your documents must meet or exceed the minimum amount 
determined in Step 1. Different documentation is required depending on the source of your funding:  

Self-Funded. Funds from your own bank accounts 
Private Sponsor. Funds from a person other than yourself such as a family member or a friend 
Corporate Sponsor. Funds provided by a corporation, business, or sponsoring agency 
Bank Loan, Government Sponsorship, Scholarship, Grant, or Similar Assistance. Funds borrowed from a 
bank, provided by your country’s government, or awarded to assist with the cost of attendance.  

All documents must be in English or accompanied by a translation done by a translation service. 
GIA accepts copies, but may request further evidence at our discretion. 

SELF-FUNDING, PRIVATE SPONSORSHIP, AND/OR CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP 

Submit a bank statement or letter from a financial institution.  The statement or letter must: 

 Be from a registered financial institution 
 Be on official bank letterhead with the bank's contact information 
 Clearly show the name of the individual account holder, business or corporation 
 Be dated within the last six months 

GIA calculates funds from the most current statement or letter date sent; it is not necessary to send 
multiple copies from the same account. 

 Show specific available funds and denomination of currency 
It is acceptable if funds are in a currency other than the US Dollar (USD) and from multiple resources.  

 Include only liquid assets 
Liquid assets are funds that can be easily be converted into cash such as checking or savings accounts. 
Non-liquid assets such as property and investments are not acceptable. Examples of unacceptable 
documents: Tax returns or paychecks, credit card statements, prepayment of tuition, unsecured lines of 
credit, and documents for non-liquid assets (personal property, real estate, 401K, IRA, stocks, mutual 
funds, etc.) 

If a bank statement or financial letter is from a personal or corporate sponsor and not from your personal 
account, you must submit a Letter of Financial Responsibility. 

• Complete the Letter of Financial Responsibility on the last page of this document and submit it along 
with the supporting financial documents.  

• If you have multiple sponsors, include one letter per sponsor 
• If a sponsor submits their own letter, it must include all details listed on GIA’s Letter of Financial 

Responsibility (student’s legal name, relationship, sponsor’s name, amount and duration of sponsorship, 
etc.) 

BANK LOAN, GOVERNMENT SPONSORSHIP, SCHOLARSHIP, GRANT OR SIMILAR ASSISTANCE   

Submit an official letter from the financial institution, organization, or government agency. The letter must: 

 Be on official letterhead 
 Show the student’s full legal name 
 Show total amount of funds borrowed or awarded and denomination of currency 
 Sponsorship duration (e.g., for the duration of their stay in the U.S. while studying at GIA) 
 Be signed and dated within the last six months by the official responsible for funds distribution 
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Step 3. Upload supporting financial documents to GIA’s Applicant Portal 
Upload your documents to the designated field on the online application. 

• If you have started an application, sign in to GIA's Applicant Portal at www.GIA.edu/gem-
education/admissions and navigate to the application in progress.  

• If you have not started an application, create an account and sign in to GIA's Applicant 
Portal at www.GIA.edu/gem-education/admissions. Follow the instructions to create, review and submit 
your application. 

Contact Information 
For questions regarding financial support requirements, contact the international student advisor or other 
designated school official for the campus you will attend. 
 
Carlsbad, California – Headquarters 
+1 760 603 4001 | admissions@gia.edu    
 
New York, New York – Branch of Carlsbad 
+1 212 944 5900 | nyadmissions@gia.edu  
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Letter of Financial Responsibility 
If a bank statement or financial letter is from a private or corporate sponsor, and not from your personal account, 
submit this letter or a similar document that includes all of the same details with your financial support documentation.  

• The letter must be in English or include a certified and dated English translation 
• The amount must be listed in U.S. Dollars (USD) 
• Submit one letter per sponsor 
• The combined amount of funding shown in your financial documents must meet or exceed the minimum funding 

required for your program(s) 

Complete all sections and submit this page with the financial support. 

Section A: Student Information 
(to be completed by the student) 

Full Legal Name: _______________________________________________________ Date of Birth: _____ / _____ / _____ 
                                       Family Name (Surname)              First Name                        Middle Name                                                                  (mm/dd/yyyy) 

 
Permanent Home Address:   

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Street                                 City                   

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Province/State                   Postal Code         Country 
 
Student Signature: __________________________________________________  Date: _____ / _____ / _____ 
                           (mm/dd/yyyy) 

Section B: Sponsor Information 
(to be completed by the sponsor) 

I will sponsor ____________________________________________, my _________________________________ , in the 
                                                   (Full legal name of student listed above)    (Relationship: employee, child, spouse, friend, etc.)             

amount of __________________________ USD for the duration of their study at the Gemological Institute of America. 
 
Full Legal Name (Private Sponsor (Family, Friend), Business Owner, President, or CEO):  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Family Name (Surname)                First Name                          Middle Name                                         

 
Legal Business Name (Required for Corporate Sponsor Only): ___________________________________________________ 

 

Address (Private Sponsor’s (Family, Friend) home address or Corporate Sponsor’s business address): 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Street                                City                   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Province/State                  Postal Code         Country 

 
Sponsor Signature: _________________________________________________________  Date: _____ / _____ / _____ 
                                             Private Sponsor, Business Owner, President, or CEO                                          (mm/dd/yyyy)  

  
   




